
Lakeside Sod Supply Co. | Professional Soil Success Guide 

The Ultimate Roadmap to Balanced, Productive Soil 

 

PHASE 1: ANALYZE — Know Your Soil Baseline 
Don’t guess—measure. Success begins with a professional analysis. By confirming your 
soil’s chemistry first, you can choose the precise amendment to create the perfect 
growing environment. 

FREE pH Testing at Lakeside Sod 

Bring a Ziploc bag of your soil to our Clarence Center location for a free pH test. 

• How to Sample: Take small amounts of soil from 3–5 different spots (4–6" deep) 
and mix them in your bag. 

• Pro Tip: For a full lab analysis, take 10–15 samples in a plastic bucket, remove 
debris (grass/rocks), and ensures the soil is dry before bagging. 

• Expert Advice: Once we have your results, we’ll walk you through a tailored 
application plan. 

 

PHASE 2: IDENTIFY — The "Fix-It" Quick-Reference 
Match your soil’s symptoms with the professional solution. 

If your soil is... You likely have... The Professional Fix 
"Sour" or Acidic Low pH (below 6.0) Calcitic (Calcium) or Dolomite (Magnesium) Lime 
"Sweet" or Alkaline High pH (above 7.5) AquaPhix (Fast) + Elemental Sulfur (Long-term) 
Heavy, "Tight" Clay Compaction Gypsum (Immediate) + Biochar (Permanent) 
Sandy or "Leaky" Low Retention Biochar (Acts as a nutrient & water sponge) 
Pale or yellowing Nutrient Lockout AquaPhix (Rapidly unlocks Iron & Manganese) 
Product Synergy: Better Together 

• The Correction Duo (AquaPhix + Sulfur): AquaPhix drops pH now; Sulfur keeps it 
there all season. 

• The Structure Duo (Gypsum + Biochar): Gypsum breaks up clay; Biochar keeps it 
from re-compacting. 

• The Mineral Duo (Dolomite + Biochar): Dolomite fixes acidity; Biochar "traps" the 
minerals so they don't wash away. 



 

PHASE 3: APPLY — Timing & Technique 
Seasonal Application Calendar 

Product Early Spring Late Spring / Summer Fall / Winter 

Lime Best: Adjusts pH for roots. Secondary: Only if severe. Ideal: Breaks down all 
winter. 

Sulfur Best: Needs 55°F+ soil. Ongoing: Monitor pH 
levels. 

Good: Slow winter 
transition. 

AquaPhix Strategic: Emergency 
drops. Active: Fixes yellowing. Not Recommended. 

Gypsum/Biochar Foundation: Prep beds. Support: Helps drainage. Best: "Sets" into the soil. 
Measuring & Spreading 

• The Cheat Sheet: 1/8 Acre (~5k sq ft) = 1 Bag | 1/4 Acre (~10k sq ft) = 2 Bags. 
• The "Half-Rate" Trick: Apply half the dose walking North-to-South, and the other 

half East-to-West for 100% even coverage. 
• Header Strips: Apply a perimeter pass first, then fill in the middle. 
• Water-In: Apply 0.5" of water within 24 hours to activate pelletized products. 

 

PHASE 4: CARE — Storage & Safety 
• Storage: Keep pellets in a cool, dry place. Moisture will cause them to break 

down in the bag. 
• Safety: Wear gloves and eye protection. Once products are "watered in," the area 

is 100% safe for children and pets. 
• Equipment: Always rinse your spreader after use to prevent corrosion from Lime 

or Sulfur. 

 

VISIT LAKESIDE SOD SUPPLY CO. 
Your partner in WNY soil health for over 58 years. 

• ��� Address: 6660 Goodrich Road, Clarence Center, NY 14032 
• �� Phone: 716-741-2877 (Call 24–48 hours ahead for Sod Orders) 
• ������� Hours: Mon–Fri: 8am–4pm | Sat: 8am–12pm 

 


